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Integrating STEM & 
Social Studies

Lesson Idea Generating Charts
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What is your lesson about?

Person

Design a 
prototype.

Did they 
invent 

something?Yes No

Connecting Social Studies & STEM

Did they 
have a 
STEM 

career?

Conduct a 
challenge related 
to what people in 

that field do.

Yes

Was their life 
made easier 

(or could have 
been) by an 
invention?

No

Conduct a challenge 
that creates a 

prototype of the 
invention.

Yes

Is there some 
object that 

they are 
known for 

using?

No

Conduct a challenge 
that creates a 

prototype of the 
object.

Yes

No

Consider the place 
where this 

person/people 
lived.
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What is your lesson about?

Place

Design a prototype 
of something that 
is used to extract 

the natural 
resources or how to 

protect people 
from the natural 

processes (climate 
or natural 
disasters).

Is this a 
physical 

environment or 
natural 
process?

Yes
No

Connecting Social Studies & STEM

Can you 
find a 

significant 
invention 

here?

Conduct a 
challenge that 

creates a 
prototype of the 

invention.

Yes

Can you replicate 
the architecture or 

man-made 
structures, 

transportation or 
main industry?

No

Conduct a challenge 
that creates a related 

prototype or tool 
used.

Yes No

Consider an event 
that happened 

here..
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What is your lesson about?
Time Period / 

Event

Conduct a 
challenge that 

creates a 
prototype of 

the innovation.

Was there a 
significant 

advancement 
or innovation?

Yes No

Connecting Social Studies & STEM

Is there a 
significant 
industry or 

career?

Conduct a challenge 
related to what 

people in that field 
do. This could be a 
related invention or 

process.

Yes

Is there a 
significant 

person in this 
time period 
or event?

No

Yes
No

Retell the event or 
describe the time 

period with a 
technology project.

See “person” for 
ideas. 
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What is your lesson about?

Behavior/ Culture / Government

Is there a 
significant  
symbol or 
physical 

attribute? Yes

No

Connecting Social Studies & STEM

Is there a 
significant 

person with 
these 

characteristics?Yes

Is there a 
significant 
place with 

this behavior 
or culture?

No

Yes

Is there a 
significant 
event with 

this behavior 
or culture?

No

Yes

No

Can you 
recreate 

it?

Conduct a 
challenge 

that 
creates a 
prototype 

of the 
invention.

Yes

Can you 
demonstrate 

the engineering 
or science 
behind its 
creation, 

circulation, or 
transmission?

No

Do it!

Yes

Retell or describe it 
with a technology 

project.

No

See “person” for 
ideas. 

See “place” for 
ideas.

See “Time Period/ 
Event” for ideas.

Use an icebreaker 
activity to reinforce or 
relate to the topic OR 
create your own story.


